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Chinook Scenic Byway Board Meeting
Naches Ranger Station, Hart Office & Conference Line

December 6, 2012
Attendance 

Board Members: 
Trip Hart – President, Westside Citizen at Large Representative
Danielle Surkatty, Eastside Citizen at Large Representative
Jeff Vassallo, Federation Forest State Park

Other Guests: 
Sue Ranger, Wenatchee National Forest

Mary Coughlin, Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest
Bryan Bowden, Mount Rainier National Park
Call to Order/Determination of Quorum/Approval of Minutes
Trip Hart called the meeting to order at 3:10 p.m.   A quorum was not present.  
Mary Coughlin said she has been officially designated to represent the Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest as the liaison to the Chinook Scenic Byway (CSB).  Bryan Bowden asked Jeff Vassallo if he is representing State Parks today.  Jeff said he is the representative at today’s meeting, but John Ernster will be the official designee for future meetings.  John lives at Federation Forest and works for Jeff as the Assistant Area Manager.  Jeff is the Area Manager and is located at Flaming Geyser State Park.  Jeff asked to be copied in CSB minutes and other correspondence.  Jeff said State Parks fully intends to maintain their membership on the byway and either John or he will participate in future meetings.
Trip Hart provided a summary of a recent webinar on which he participated pertaining to the status of the Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest Transportation Planning project.  The project includes three major road corridors through the forest (Steven’s Pass, Snoqualmie and SR 410).  The webinar focus was exclusive to SR 410.  Tiana Enger from Crystal Mountain was also on the call.  Trip said there was a discussion about a merge lane at the 70 road, and how to manage the snowpark road.  Mary discussed some of the issues the Forest Service has when dealing with this road, and the snowmobilers needing this access.
Danielle Surkatty suggested the CSB Board should figure out how to help Senator Roach in moving legislation forward to modify the beginning point of the byway in Enumclaw to the SR 410 and Farman Street intersection.  Trip said he thought the next step was to get Representative Christopher Hurst on board to help move the legislation.  Danielle suggested Trip contact the legislative assistants for both Senator Roach and Representative Hurst and ask them to advise CSB stakeholders on when to act and what to do.  Danielle said she will draft an email for Trip to send to all CSB members encouraging them to call and support the legislation.  

Danielle also offered to help Trip update his spreadsheet contact list of everyone interested in the CSB.  Trip accepted the offer and they will coordinate to build an updated contact list.  Danielle said she has posted CSB Board minutes from the past few years on the CSB website.  Next she plans to create a stakeholder page and will need Trip’s help with that.  

Trip said he placed a call to Jason Englin to ask about the status of 360 photos of downtown Enumclaw and Federation Forest (per discussion at last board meeting).  Trip will refer Jason to Jeff Vassalo regarding the picture at Federation Forest and Jeff will take it from there.
Danielle said she still needs text for the Summit House 360 picture on the website.  Danielle will call Tiana to follow up on that.  Danielle also wants to post previous planning documents to archive on the website (i.e., strategic plan, corridor management plan, etc.).  Bryan and Trip will work with Danielle to get pertinent documents to her.
Sue Ranger referenced an email message she sent to the CSB Board in advance of the meeting.  The message explained the Wenatchee Forest is working on a project at Union Creek (MP 78) to rehabilitate the trailhead.  She said they have construction funding but must reapply for planning funding.  Sue is requesting a letter of support for this project from the CSB to include in the application packet.  The letter is needed by January 15th.  Trip said he would provide the letter and asked Sue to send him draft language.  Bryan asked Sue to send the draft language to him as well so he can provide a letter of support from Mount Rainier National Park.
Bryan said Mount Rainier National Park has received notification of funding availability from the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) for the scenic byway grant award to CSB to prepare a Corridor Management Plan for the byway.  Bryan estimated the financial paperwork will be complete by mid-January between FHWA and the National Park Service allocating the funds.  He will then need to initiate the contracting process to award the funds which will likely take another 6 to 8 weeks.  Bryan estimated it will be mid-March before a contract has been awarded and the planning project can begin.
Adjourn
Meeting adjourned at 4:10 p.m.

Submitted by Bryan Bowden
