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Chinook Scenic Byway Board Meeting
Naches Ranger Station, Trip Hart Office & Conference Call 
March 14, 2012
Attendance 

Board Members: 
Trip Hart – President, Westside Citizen at Large Representative
Steve Cadematori, Vice President, Town of Greenwater Representative
Other Guests: 
Jim Franzel, Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest
Jacqueline Biddle, Wenatchee National Forest

Uwe Nehring, Mount Rainier National Park

Bryan Bowden, Mount Rainier National Park
Call to Order/Determination of Quorum/Approval of Minutes
Trip called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.   A quorum was not present.  Trip said both Tiana and Danielle called and notified him in advance they would not be present.
Minutes cannot be approved without a quorum.

Reports
Steve said the new Executive Director for the Enumclaw Chamber of Commerce is Kelvin Schipper.  Kelvin will be invited to the next Byway meeting.

Visit Rainier Workshop

Trip said this was a great meeting that really got the story out about what Visit Rainier is doing.  Trip, Bryan and Steve attended.  Susan Fletcher (Executive Director for WA Tourism Alliance) gave an inspired speech about the tourism industry statewide.  One possible outcome from the workshop is the City of Enumclaw may begin participating as a paying member.  The Mayor is supportive of the idea but the problem with King County lodging tax money is a lot of it is committed to paying off bonds for previous Kingdome roof repair projects.  Steve commented CSB may want to hold a similar public meeting at some point in the future to showcase the accomplishments of the Byway.
Enumclaw Welcome Center

Bryan and Jim reported the survey work is completed.  Design and engineering had to be reexamined and formatted due to the Forest Service commitment of funds to construct the office space floor of the building.  Three draft documents will soon be transmitted to the City:  1) Operations and Maintenance agreement for first floor public space and grounds; 2) Release from King County pertaining to recreation perpetuity deed restrictions; 3) USFS comments from review of OTAK design.  It should take about one month to six weeks for these documents to work through Council.  Otak will then be re-hired to make revisions to construction drawings.  Then City can perform final permitting and go to bid.  A separate interagency agreement is being developed between the National Park Service and the U.S. Forest Service pertaining to operation and maintenance of the second floor office space.  Jim said one third of the questions they get at the existing visitor information station are related to visiting Mount Rainier National Park.
Steve said he has seen draft language for an agreement between the City and the Chamber to include the Chamber in occupying the Welcome Center.  If this happens it will probably be in the first floor office.
Corridor Management Plan

Corridor Management Plan – Grant Proposal

Trip, Steve, and Bryan worked with Curt Warber to submit a scenic byway fund grant proposal in December.   Curt provided pro bono assistance to write and submit the application.  Jennifer Goetz (a National Park Service employee in Washington, D.C.) helped write the proposal and came through with NPS matching funds (20%).  The application is to prepare a corridor management plan for the Chinook Scenic Byway.  We purposefully decided to work with Curt Warber on this because of the previous work he has done with the White Pass Scenic Byway.  Trip will attach a copy of the grant application when he sends out these minutes.  Uwe is concerned about continuity of signage from Enumclaw to Naches.  Trip said the Corridor Management Plan would have a strong signage component.  Way-finding would also be a significant component.
Steve and Trip asked Bryan to start drafting language for a possible contract with Parametrix so we can discuss it at the June meeting (assuming grant notifications come in spring).  Steve said he recently came across a good resource for the corridor plan.  It is a book by Gretta Gossett called “Beyond the Bend’.  It describes a driving route in the vicinity of Naches and the Nile Valley.
Other Items
Steve asked about the status of Federation Forest State Park which is currently closed.  Need to talk to state representative Christopher Hurst for status.  Steve said he will talk to Christopher and send us a report via email.
Trip said he would like to get Christopher Hurst re-engaged with CSB.  Trip will follow up.

Steve said he wants the CSB to facilitate discussion and action between WSDOT and Mount Rainier National Park for signing SR 123 through the park as a scenic byway driving route.
WSDOT is holding a public meeting on March 27th, from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m., pertaining to the construction impacts in the Nile Valley slide area.  They will discuss the 2012 construction schedule, impacts to traffic, etc.  Steve thought someone from Naches should attend.

Next Meeting/Adjourn
The next meeting is June 6, 2:00 to 5:00 p.m., at Alta Crystal resort.  PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR NOW.
Meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m.
Submitted by Bryan Bowden
